
drifters that track currents with a drogue
at 15 meters depth

alternate depths and additional ocean met sensors are available

14” (35cm) Spherical Surface 
Float

Satellite Telemetry
GPS Positioning
6 Meter Holey sock Drogue 
Centered at 15 Meters Depth

Drogue (on/off) Sensor
Battery Voltage Sensor
Data Archival, Mapping, 
Web Access 

Standard
Features:

Data Telemetry: 
Argos, Iridium, Globalstar

Sea Surface Temperature
Deployment Status
Air pressure 
Wind Velocity  
Salinity 
Additional Drogue Sections 
for Non-Standard Depths

Additional Sensors may Require 
Larger Surface Floats 
16” (41cm) and 18” (46cm)

Available 
Options:

Circulation studies
Meteorology
Dispersion studies
Larval Transport

Applications:

3740 Oceanic Way, Suite 302, Oceanside, CA 92056
t: 760.433.6300  •  info@pacificgyre.com  •  www.pacificgyre.com



3740 Oceanic Way, Suite 302, Oceanside, CA 92056
t: 760.433.6300  •  info@pacificgyre.com  •  www.pacificgyre.com

SVP Drifter Specifications
General

Telemetry Options                          Iridium SBD w/ Iridium 9602 Modem
                         Argos 2 w/ Kenwood PMT
                         Argos 3 w/ Kenwood PMT
                         Globalstar Simplex w/ Globalstar STX-3

Standard Status Sensors                    Battery Voltage
                         GPS Quality
                         Drogue (On/Off) Sensor

Standard Battery Pack                         12v, 56ah, Alkaline
Optional Status Sensors                      Internal Surface Sphere Temperature

                         deployment status (float in/out of water)
Optional Environmental Sensors          Sea Surface Temperature (SST)

                         High Accuracy SST
                         Air Pressure
                         Wind Velocity
                         Conductivity/Temp (Salinity)

Buoy Lifetimes                          1-2 Years with Standard Battery Pack 
                            Depending on Sampling and Transmission Rate

Surface Float
Diameter                          14in. (35 cm)
Material                          ABS Plastic
Color                          White
Anti-Fouling Paint Available                  YES (Changes Lower Hemisphere Color to BLUE)
Protected SST Probe                          YES
SST Probe Depth                          3.5in. (9cm)
Power Switch                          Magnet

Drogue
Type                          Holey Sock
Depth at center of Drogue                    15m (Alternate Depths Available)
Diameter/Section Length                       24in. (61cm) / 48in. (122cm)
Sections for 15 Meter Depth Drogue    5 (Total Length 20ft)
Drag Area Ratio                          Greater Than 40
Tether                          1/8in. Impregnated Steel Wire Rope

(Optional) 3/16in. Synthetic Rope

Packaging
Deployment                          Weight 45lbs (20.4kg)

                         Individual Deployment Packaging Includes:
                            Deployment instructions and Log
                            “WARNING DO NOT REMOVE” Drogue Labels
                            Carrying Handle

High Quantity Pallet Shipping               815lbs (370kg)
                         41in. (104cm)L x 49in. (124cm)W x 90in. (229cm)H
                         14 Drifters Per Pallet

Environmental Sensor Details
SST                          Pacific Gyre Probe, Accuracy 0.1°c, Range -5–40°c
High Accuracy SST                          Pacific Gyre Probe, Accuracy 0.05°c, Range -5–40°c
Air Pressure                          Honeywell IPT, Accuracy 1mB, Range 800–1100 mB
wind velocity                          Gill Windsonic, Accuracy 2% @ 12m/s, 0-60m/s
Conductivity/Temp (Salinity)                   SBE MicroCAT

                         Temp: Accuracy 0.002°c, Range -5–35°c
                         Cond: Accuracy 0.0003s/m, Range 0–7s/m


